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REMARKS ACCOMPANYING FILING OF CONTINUATION APPLICATION 

Sir: 

These remarks are filed in conjunction with the filing of a continuation 
application under 37 C.F.R. § 1.53(b). 
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:1 

REMARKS 

This application is a continuation of U.S. Patent Application No. 10/010,81 1, which 
will issue as U.S. Patent No. 6,714,972 on March 30, 2004, which was a divisional patent 
application of U.S. Patent Application No. 08/996,1 18, now issued as U.S. Patent No. 
6,700,890. 

Claims 1-5 of the present application recite limitations substantially identical to the 
limitations recited in Claims 1-3, 5 and 7 of the parent application U.S. Patent Application 
No. 10/010,81 1, except that the elements of Claims 1-5 of the present application are 
recited in means-plus-function format. 

Claims 6-14 of the present application recite limitations substantially identical to 
the limitations recited in Claims 69, 70 and 72-78 of the grandparent application U.S. 
Patent Application No. 08/996,1 18, except that the elements of Claims 6-14 of the present 
application are recited apparatus form. 

Claims 15-23 of the present application recite limitations substantially identical to 
the limitations recited in Claims 69, 70 and 72-78 of the grandparent application U.S. 
Patent Application No. 08/996,1 18, except that the elements of Claims 15-23 of the present 
application are recited in means-plus-function format. 

In view of the foregoing, it is respectfully submitted that all of the pending claims 
are in condition for allowance and the issuance of a notice of allowance is respectfully 
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requested. If there are any additional charges, please charge them to Deposit Account No. 
50-1302. 

The Examiner is invited to contact the undersigned by telephone if the Examiner 
believes that such contact would be helpful in furthering the prosecution of this application. 

Respectfully submitted, 

HICKMAN PALERMO TRUONG & BECKER LLP 




Edward A. Becker 
Reg. No. 37,777 
Date: March 29, 2004 

1600 Willow Street 
San Jose, CA 95125 
(408)414-1204 
Facsimile: (408)414-1076 



CERTIFICATE OF EXPRESS MAILING 



Express Mail" mailing label number EV 32335 1961 US 



.Date of Deposit: March 29. 2004 



I hereby certify that this paper or fee is being deposited with the United States Postal Service "Express 
Mail Post Office to Addressee" service under 37 CFR 1.10 on the date indicated above and is addressed to 
Mail Stop Patent Application, Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexan^a, VA 22313-1450. 



On March 29. 2004 




Angelica X 



J^fuez// Q 
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